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Call for Proposals
Dear Colleagues,
The SHOT Program Committee is pleased to issue the Call for Papers and Sessions for the SHOT 2019
Annual Meeting to be held 24-27 October, 2019 in Milan, Italy.
SHOT is an interdisciplinary and international organization concerned with the history of
technological devices, systems, and processes as well as with technology in history, culture, and
society. We explore the production, circulation, appropriation, maintenance, and abandonment of
technology under specific historical conditions. And we scrutinize these epistemic, economic, social,
cultural, and political conditions. Our approaches are informed by a broad concept of technology,
encompassing knowledge resources, practices, artifacts, and biofacts (artifacts in the realm of the
living). Accordingly, the Committee invites paper and session proposals on any topic in a broadly
defined history of technology, including topics that push the boundaries of the field.
SHOT is committed to a policy of diversity. In addition to intellectual quality, we warmly welcome
proposals that reflect diversity in their line-up of speakers, in particular with regard to career level,
gender, and geography. The Program Committee will prioritize proposals that make a conscious
effort to increase diversity: for example, proposals that include one or more female speakers, and
speakers at different professional stages, with different institutional affiliations, and/or different
nationalities and geographies.
SHOT Annual Meeting 2019: Milan, Italy
Exploring the Interface between Technology, Art, and Design
In the 1950s Milan was, along with Turin, the industrial capital of Northern Italy. Established
companies such as Pirelli, Breda, and Falk had their factories in the outskirts of the city. It was in that
economic and cultural environment that the Museo Nazionale della Scienza e della Tecnologia
“Leonardo Da Vinci,” one of the venues of the SHOT meeting, was inaugurated in 1953. Milan
remains the economic center of Italy. It hosts the headquarters of national and multi-national banks
and companies, Italy’s National Stock Exchange, a thriving network of new high-technology
industries, and an expanding tertiary sector including logistics and transportation, food, and
publishing. Four years ago it was the location of Expo 2015, whose theme “Feeding the Planet,
Energy for Life” attracted 22 million visitors. Last but not least, Milan is one of the world’s capitals of

fashion and design: a glamorous gallery of internationally famous brands.
Milan is also an important city of culture, with three universities, an engineering school, an
economics and business school, and a medical school. And it is a city of the arts: the city center is
rich with a remarkable variety of historic buildings, monuments, museums, and other treasures.
Among them, Milan holds extraordinary examples of Leonardo’s work as an artist and an engineer,
including the Codex Atlanticus and the Last Supper.
To pay tribute to the venue of the meeting we want to encourage proposals that engage topics
related to a broadly interpreted theme of “Exploring the interface between technology, art, and
design.”
In the past and present, and in different cultural traditions, technology, art, design, and craft have
blended together in a cross-fertilization process. While the boundaries between knowledge
formation, artistic expression, and material culture are permeable, diverse factors affect the degree
to which they combine and the quality of the results emerging from their interactions. In Italy the
examples of fruitful collaboration are numerous, in the present as well as in both the recent and
more distant past. Similar cases can be found worldwide; examination of the clustering of
interactions among technology, art, and design in diverse contexts and periods is an important
project of the history of technology.
More recently we observe a growing interest in educational programs proactively encouraging and
supporting collaboration among artists, scientists, engineers, architects, and craftspeople, as well as
scholars in the humanities and social sciences. These programs encourage a reappraisal of different
approaches to the relations between form and function in different cultural traditions.
We invite SHOT participants to reflect on these themes from an historical as well as a contemporary
perspective, and with respect to a variety of socio-cultural environments. Among the aspects which
deserve to be discussed is how art and design impact innovation in new as well as traditional
production technologies; how digital technologies are opening new perspectives in the development
of design and the arts, as well as the reinterpretation and development of traditional crafts; and how
art, design, and craft can provide inspiration in the search for the transition to more sustainable
consumption/production patterns.
For the 2019 meeting the Program Committee welcomes proposals of these types:
•

Traditional sessions: sessions of 3 or 4 papers, with a chair and commentator listed in the
session proposal. Deadline: March 31, 2019.

•

Unconventional sessions: sessions with formats that diverge in useful ways from traditional
sessions. These can include (but are not limited to) round-table sessions, workshop-style
sessions with pre-circulated papers, and poster sessions. Poster proposals should describe
the content and the visual material to be used in the poster. Individuals whose posters are
accepted must be available to talk about them in a lunch/evening slot to be decided by the
program committee.
The Program Committee encourages other creative formats to facilitate communication,
dialogue, and audience involvement. For instance, last year’s SHOT meeting featured a new
“you write, I present” format in which a discussant presents a paper for the author, with
authors on-site to respond to comments, take questions from the audience, and join overall
discussions. Last year’s meeting also saw sessions in which the authors commented on each

other’s papers with no single commentator. The program committee will look favorably on
formats that make sessions less hierarchical and reduce the distance between audience and
author and between author and commentator. Deadline: March 31, 2019.
•

Open sessions: Individuals interested in finding others to join panel sessions may propose
Open Sessions, starting January 31, with a final deadline of March 20. Open Session
descriptions, along with the organizer’s contact information, will appear on the SHOT
website (the earlier the proposal is sent to SHOT, the earlier it will be posted to the website.)
For individuals who want to join a proposed panel from the Open Sessions list, please
contact the organizer for that panel, not the Program Committee. In order to give the
session organizer sufficient time to select proposals and assemble the final panel, the
deadline for submitting your paper proposal to the organizer is March 20, 2019. Open
Session organizers will then assemble full panels and submit them through SHOT’s online
system by March 31, 2019.

•

Individual papers: Proposals for individual papers will be considered, but the Program
Committee will give preference to pre-organized sessions (traditional, unconventional, or
completed open sessions). Those scholars who might ordinarily propose an individual paper
are encouraged to propose Open Sessions themselves or to join an Open Session. Deadline:
March 31, 2019.

Other basic guidelines:
SHOT allows the same speaker to present papers at consecutive meetings but turns down papers that
are substantially the same as previously accepted ones. Submissions covering the same fundamental
topic should explain how the new paper differs from the prior presentation.
Individuals are permitted to take on multiple roles at a single SHOT meeting, but no individual is to
give more than one titled paper listed in the SHOT meeting’s formal program (i.e., commentaries,
presentations in SIGs, participation in roundtables, and other activities for which no title is listed in
the SHOT meeting program do not count).
A poster does not count as a paper as understood in the two previous paragraphs.
Most pre-organized panels, if accepted, will remain as proposed. In some cases, depending on slot
availability and the quality and coherence of the individual papers, part of a panel may be turned
down, merged into another panel, or combined with individual papers to form a new panel.
Authors interested in consideration for SHOT’s Robinson Prize should note their eligibility in their
paper proposals.
Specific instructions related to submission details (abstract, CV, etc.) appear on the SHOT webpage
(http://www.historyoftechnology.org).
SHOT and the Program Committee look forward to a vigorous, enthusiastic, and intellectually
stimulating annual meeting in Milan!

